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Eighth Grade Fun Wraps-up A Year to Remember
By: Emily O’Sullivan

All good things must come to an end, and no one knows this better than eighth
graders as they prepare to go off to high school.  For the past school year, Ms. Petti
and Ms. Trerotola have been the eighth grade advisors. Working alongside  a dedicated
group of students, they spent the year creating fundraisers to raise money for all the
exciting events happening for the 8th grade class.  For example, throughout the year
they sold snacks after school and plushie trinkets in the lunchrooms. Their efforts helped to fund events for
students to attend at the end of the year.
To close out the last year of middle school, there are two major fun events for the departing eighth graders to
enjoy -- the Formal dance and a Fun/Social Day to relax, socialize, sign yearbooks, and make more memories.

The Formal was held at The Marigold in Franklin Township. HCS and SGS eighth
graders got to vote for the theme, which is “Warriors Glow In the Dark”. Students arrived at

5�30pm to begin checking in.  Doors closed at 7pm. There was
food and drinks, and even glowing gifts and candy for the
students to enjoy. Here is the link to see all the photos that had
been taken that fun day! : FORMAL PICTURES!!!

Fun Day/Social is an all day event, happening at the school on
June 16th . Eighth grade students will report to school at regular
time. First students will hang out, and play fun activities inside.
Then they will have a barbeque lunch and then go to the football stadium to have fun outside in the sun,
sports, games, and more. Students will go home the same way they always do at the end of the day.

Finally, the last event for eighth graders will be the Promotion Ceremony on June 23 at the Franklin High
School football field from 4�00 -6�00 pm. Tickets will be required.
Until we meet again, eighth graders….have a great summer and good luck in high school!

FMS Songwriters Making Their Own Music
By: Zarifa Mammadli

Here at FMS, last month, visual and performing arts teacher Ms. Ketrow held the second annual
songwriting contest for students in both SGS and HSC campuses.  Congratulations to the following students
who displayed great talent in writing original songs.

According to Ms. Ketrow, “We have some of the most talented songwriters and musicians here in Franklin!
Congratulations to all who participated.”

The award for Best Overall Song is Nehita Akhagba’s “Truth.” The song was chosen from all the other
entries and Nehita was awarded the grand prize which includes having her song mixed and mastered in a
professional recording studio. Here is the link to the article that features her song on radio Magic 98.3 FM:
FMS Song Writing Winner
Winners From SGS:
1st place - Nehit Akhagba - “Truths”
2nd place - Caitlin Mullen - “Perfect Version Of Me”
3nd place - Anthony Holley - “Song For Mom”
Honorable Mentions - Sydney Luck, Isabella Flores, Jason Compbell, Ayden Paulino, Josslyn Sejeck, Albert Small and Jade Lee

Winners From HSC:
1st place - Michael Sarmiento, Abdulia Mansaray, Jase Vasquez - “The Earth”
2nd place - Briana Vivas - “Crazy World That’s Called Life”
3rd place - Gianna Torres - “Manolo”
Honorable Mentions - Natalie Collado, Rachel Gonzalez Guzman, Edison De La Rosa Rodriguez and Brynn Van Beveren

Students Score Prizes In i-Ready FMS May Contest
By: Diana Garcia

Every student at FMS knows all about i-Ready -- the self-paced, educational program that most students
dread doing. However, for two weeks in May, many students geared up for a contest that was launched at FMS
to determine which students could pass the most lessons over the course of two weeks.
Congratulations to the winners of the contest!

I-READY GRADE WINNERS!

https://sites.google.com/franklinboe.org/fms8thgrade22/formal
https://magic983.com/2022/05/25/joel-and-maryann-speak-with-ms-ketrow-in-somerset-2/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gy9WDWNRnCZUuHut4JGuA9X6erp1Wsj2T8XC_SxAVWw/edit
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The Return of the Dreaded State Testing -- Welcome Back to the NJSLA
By: Anyah Rivers

After two years without any mandatory state testing due to the COVID pandemic, students all across New
Jersey including here at FMS, were stuck in their seats for nearly two full weeks to take the standardized English
language arts, math, and science exams.  All the test-taking environment changes were in full gear while the whole
school adjusted to confusing daily schedule changes from May 10 through May 20th.

The FMS administrative team of Mrs. Kelly, Mrs. Osman, and Ms. Langan was running the
show from the Guidance suite to be sure that teachers had their training and all the daily materials. It has
been a long time since our school was so silent for extended periods of time.

Here is what some of our seventh grade students had to say about getting back into the testing zone…

“After two years of not taking the state tests, it’s kind of scary and very tiring, because you forget what it feels

like.”

“The lyrics of some of your favorite songs come to mind to help you stay awake and to at least block the emptiness

and silence in the classroom.”

“It’s so irritating waiting for the entire school to start and finish.”

“The state tests are way too intimidating.  The pedestal that the school holds them at makes me and probably

other students more scared than we need to be.”

“It feels like I forgot everything I learned…I was able to answer the questions, but I still get this anxious feeling telling me that I’m going to

fail…I hate that feeling.  I can barely sleep at night because of the amount of anxiety I’m filled with. But after testing is over, I can start looking

forward to summer”!

“I like wearing the big headphones; I could use them to watch movies.”

“The test wasn’t that bad, but I wish they could have testing in the afternoon because most students are tired in the morning and won't really be

paying attention and will just click on anything. But, if it was held in the afternoon, people would be more awake

“I feel frustrated.  I’m not the best at test taking, and the way that teachers are talking about it makes me even more anxious.  Sometimes I feel

like I’m overreacting and I should just be confident in my answers”.

“The test prep helped a lot because it helped me get into the swing of things and I felt prepared.

The tests aren’t as bad as I thought they would be and the only plus side is that I got to take a ton of naps and the day feels shorter.”

“The last time I took these tests, I was in the fourth grade and I got snacks before every test day.  Now, I have to sit in silence…I guess I just

miss those days.

I’m glad that my testing site administrator is my math teacher,  I know her AND I trust her….so I don’t have to be all tense around her.”

FMS Courtyard -- New and Improved
By: Zarifa Mammadli

Did you know about the upgrades taking place in the FMS/HSC
courtyard? If you didn't know, please read on.
Recently, our school decided to beautify the unused “Warrior”
courtyard in the center of our school. The area outside the media
center doors has grass, trees, plants, benches, and tables.  And now, it
is new and improved.
We have opened a new library box in the courtyard, where you can
take out free books to read whenever you want or put books inside
after you have read them. Not only that, but  there is also a small
farm in the courtyard. Students from the FMS Track Team planted

vegetables such as  tomatoes, parsley, oregano, mint and basil.  They also planted
flowers to make our courtyard more beautiful.

This project’s idea came from language arts teacher Mrs. Taliercio one year ago. She wrote a grant request and received money
from The Sustainable Jersey PSEG and began with cleaning up the courtyard with Dr. Solomon and Mrs. Osman, along with some
students from the Road to Success (RTS) program.

Last year, Mrs. Taliercio and her team spent time cleaning up and organizing the courtyard.  Students from FMS art classes with
Ms. Sodden painted rocks to beautify the gardens. Then, in April 2022, they started to plant flowers and vegetables in the raised
wooden boxes that were built last year by Mr. Chemris and several students.

They added soil to raise beds, cleaned up leaves, and planted herbs- parsley, basil, cilantro, and mint.  The beds need to be
watered and weeded on a regular basis.  Check out the plants when you visit the courtyard. Maybe you’ll become a gardener yourself.

According to Mrs. Taliercio, “Last spring, I wrote and received a $2,000 grant from an organization called "Sustainable Jersey,"
and the purpose is to promote sustainable practices in schools. It is important for students to have access to our beautiful courtyard,
as this is their school and it is open to all.”  We can all benefit from more fresh air and nature.

Additionally, Mrs. Taliercio is hoping to begin a Garden Club next year where students will learn skills like planting
vegetables/flowers and working in our school garden. They are planning to start the club in the Fall, and all are invited to join.
Here is the Google classroom code for The Garden Club; h5gsx4y.



May/June 2022 Issue 5

FMS Reads Celebrates Third Marking Period Readers
By: Diana Garcia

Reading opens doors for us and takes us on adventures. On April 26, FMS hosted its third reading celebration
of this school year. The third marking period celebration for the cross-campus FMS Reads program took
place on Zoom where Alyssa Colman, the author of The Gilded Child and The Tarnished Garden, joined us!
After each marking period, FMS holds a two-campus reading celebration for students who have submitted
forms about the books they read during the marking period. This reading event is a competition for students,
who are encouraged to read as many books as they can and be awarded as their grade level winner. During
the celebration event, the students play games and have discussions about reading books. Winning at Kahoot,
or just getting your name picked in a random raffle, could leave you with a prize. The prizes are usually Amazon or Barnes and Noble
gift cards. Sometimes the winner gets to choose an item from Ms. Cooke’s prize box in the Literacy Coach’s office in room 438.

Alyssa Colman is a middle-grade historical fantasy author. Colman won the 2013 ESPA new play
competition and was a semifinalist at the Eugene O'Neil Theater Center’s National Playwrights
Conference. Colman reviewed the aspects of collecting ideas, writing, revising, and the publishing
process of creating a book. Students learned a lot about what it takes to write a novel.
Grade Level winners:
8th- Emily O’Sullivan
7th- Mark Bruno
6th- Erika Faith Bagu

PBSIS Poster Contest Celebrates Women
By: Zarifa Mammadli

Women's History Month in March is a time to reflect on the courage of women of past generations and to celebrate how their
efforts and accomplishments have given women the opportunities and freedoms that they enjoy today.
A Women's History Poster Concert was held in our school on the occasion of Women's Month.

The students who wanted to participate made a poster and presented/shared it to Mrs. Young, the PBSIS Director. Then, the
posters were judged by our fantastic PBSIS Ambassadors. Every poster contest submission received virtual Warrior Tokens, which you
can view on our FMS PBSIS website; PBSIS website

Not everyone won the contest, but we would like to appreciate all the students who participated! All The PBSIS Poster Entries,
All PBSIS Women's History Month Poster Contest Contestants.

Here Are The Winners;

1. Jocelyn Knight (8th grade - entry #1)                               9. Angelina Greiss (8th grade - entry #24)
2. Bethany Kinchen (6th grade - entry #3)                         10. Anelis Estrada (7th grade - entry #29)
3. Giovanna Medina (7th grade - entry #5)                         11. Ramon Casado (7th grade - entry #42)
4. Jaleel Sowell (7th grade - entry #16)                                12. Anderson Najera (7th grade - entry #45)
5. Joseph Riggins-Wiley (8th grade - entry #19)                13.  Angela Bayona (7th grade - entry #51)
6. Kennedy Price (7th grade - entry #20)                            14. Uche Azu-Ogba (7th grade - entry #52)
7. Jason Jiang (7th grade - entry #21)                                   15. Ryan Ratliff (7th grade - 37th intro = Hedy Lamarr)
8. Ohana Qavanaugh  (7th grade - entry #23)

Getting You Ready For The Future: Aspire High
By: Kriseyla Hiraldo

What are aspirations? What are goals? Great questions that deserve
thoughtful answers. If you ever wonder what a college campus looks
like and feels like….then we have a club for you. Here at FMS we have a
program that will answer many inquiries about your future. Aspire
High has many opportunities and activities to get you ready for
academic greatness.  For starters, you get to visit colleges like Kean
University, Delaware University, even Rutgers and Princeton.  It doesn’t
end there, during these trips students participate in activities like tie
dying and even yoga. You get to meet new people and even college
students; they show you what they do at their college, show you strolling and stepping
and so much more!
Meetings take place on Thursdays via Zoom for now, and Saturdays in person.
The college tour trips are occasional and require permission slips.
Teacher Advisors are: Mrs. Merchant (HSC) and Ms. Ortiz (SGS)
There are approximately 40 students total from both FMS campuses  in seventh and eighth grade.  The program is open to incoming seventh and
eighth graders. It’s never too early to take a peek at your future. Aspire High gives students a great opportunity to start exploring options now.

https://sites.google.com/franklinboe.org/hscpbsis/student-warriors/warrior-token-balance?authuser=0
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1DO_6fiJ588CY7gbdLQeuqQY3-NvpmLul
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1883zUysVoAQGPqa0HhUpbDplGUzqvnvQJ8CVjsuuID8/edit
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FMS Sports Highlight - Girls Softball Brings it Home

By: Zarifa Mammadli
The FMS Girls Softball team had a banner year! Led by
Coaches Ken Kahora and Monica Smith from SGS campus,
the team  finished the season in 4th place overall.  They
beat Branchburg in the playoff Round 1, but then went on
to lose a tough game to Bridgewater-Raritan in Round 2 of
the playoffs.

This is the first time in more than a decade that the FMS Girls
Softball team has made the playoffs.  Congratulations to the
players and their coaches for all their hard work; it really paid off.
We can’t wait to see what the team can do next year!

FMS Players -- Bound for Broadway/Charlie Brown
By: Rayanah Litmon

Being in the Spring Musical Revue production of FMS Players Bound for Broadway: A Salute to Charlie Brown
was a great experience.  Just like the winter production  of Frozen, the talented cast did not disappoint; from the
lights to the dances to the heart wrenching songs that touched everyone's hearts, it was truly an activity that I’ll
never forget. Being in the play and meeting new people really made me feel
like I was at home. This play really was about the classic cartoon character

Charlie Brown, an everyday kid who felt like he did not belong in this world or that no one noticed
him. In the end, he learned that happiness is there; you just have to look for it. In every song, dance,
and scene there was love and joy and respect for the other performers.

The show was on stage for three performances in early May. It was directed by Mrs. Seggio.
There were over thirty cast members working really hard in rehearsals for weeks to bring this show
to life.  I can’t wait to see what next year will bring for the FMS Players on our school stage.

The Knitting Club - Possibilities Are Endless
By: Kriseyla Hiraldo

How do you feel about soft, cozy yarn? Do you appreciate homemade
crafts? Most people think knitting is boring and time consuming, but
there is a lot more to the craft of knitting. It’s not just about sitting in
one corner and doing the same pattern over and over
again, it’s about getting together with friends and making
designs like scarves or socks or even blankets. Knitting is
an interactive activity that all ages can participate in. The

informal knitting club at FMS was started this school year by seventh
graders, Ramon Ramos and Nossa Coundoul.
In the FMS knitting club you get the freedom to make anything that you'd
like with a ton of yarn! So many possibilities and ideas! You can hang out
with friends and knit on!
Informal meetings are usually held on Wednesdays during period 6 lunch, try to eat as fast as you
can so you can make it on time. Mrs. Taliercio hosts our group in room 326 to knit and make cool creations. It ends pretty quick so
sometimes you get to take yarn home to continue your craft. Think about it -- maybe it’s time to try something new!

Fashion Trends from the Music Industry
By: Rayanah Litmon

Fashion is everywhere and it can make a splash all over the world. From
Beyonce to Harry Styles to Tyler the Creator, each one of them, among
others has made iconic statements in the fashion industry with their
style choices influencing their music. From the iconic scarf of Harry
Styles and his amazing performances, to Beyonce’s red carpet Met Gala
look, celebrities are influencing the everyday fashion choices of ordinary
people everywhere. What about how some artists influence fashion into

their music? Fashion can make you as the listener form an opinion towards the
artist or the music they make.

Fashion goes through trends and is changing all the time.  But, sometimes what is old becomes new again.
Right here in the halls of  our own school, there are ranges of old bands working their way into the new world which we can see just by
looking at FMS student t-shirts. Open your eyes and you’ll spot a huge variety of kids repping  old school bands.  Which ones are your
favorites?
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Summer “Bucket List” Ideas -- Relax But Don’t Be Bored
By: Rayanah Litmon  & Jayda Bright

The school year is ending; summer is so close.  We think it would be fun to provide everyone with some ideas for enjoying
activities during the summer break. So in today’s article, we are giving you a list of “Bucket List”

Activities to consider for the summer. We’ll start with small places to go that are local in New Jersey and some fun
outdoor activities.

Do you want to go pick some fruit at a farm or garden? Then I recommend Terhune Orchards which is also
known as Trahoon Farms. Terhune Orchards has three locations here in New Jersey; . Princeton, Lawrence
Township, and another one in Trenton. You can check out their “Pick Your Own” schedule on their website that is
linked above.

Another activity you can do for free is to visit the NJ Botanical Gardens in Ringwood, NJ. It opens from 8AM-8PM
Monday-Sunday. Some featured gardens are the Perennial Garden, Lilac Garden, Italianate Gardens, Wildflower
Garden, Hosta Rhododendron, and the Annual Garden. Source: New Jersey Botanical Garden

You can check out more “Bucket List” recommendations here. We have compiled our very own list of a variety of activities both near and far, for
friends and families.  Of course,  you may need to find an adult to drive you to some of these places -- so plan a family outing. Maybe our list will
spark some summer fun ideas.

Well, we hope you all have had a great school year and we wish you a fun summer break.

Summer Fun -- Here’s a Beach Bucket List
By: Aminata Jalloh

If  you’re addicted to netflix movies then this list is for you.  Take
on this summer in “Elle & Lee'' style by completing the bucket list
(a list of things you have always wanted to do) from the Netflix
movie The Kissing Booth 3.

● Win a pie eating contest
● EPIC blanket fort
● Brain freeze showdown
● Swim with sharks
● Flash mob
● Paragliding
● Go zip lining over a canyon!
● Bumper car race
● Eat a donut inside a giant donut
● Go dirt biking
● Turn someone into a human sundae
● GIve someone an atomic wedgie
● Learn to juggle
● Win a sand castle building contest
● Helium karaoke
● Jump off a cliff
● Lazar tag battle
● 80’s Mini golf night
● Sumo wrestling

P.S. If you don’t use the list, then at least watch the movies!

Link to Summer Reading here

Summer Smoothie Bowl
By: Aminata Jalloh

Ingredients
1 cup frozen fruit(s) of your choice
1/4 cup almond milk or any other milk of your choice )
Crushed up granola
Edible glitter in color of your choice
Fresh fruit
Directions
Put 1 cup of fruit(s) of your choice into a blender along with ¼ cup of almond milk. Blend up smooth, and thick. Once done, unplug your blender,
and put your delicious treat into a cute bowl.
Add in crushed granola, fresh, and edible glitter for a little summer sparkle. There you have a summer smoothie bowl. Enjoy!

https://www.terhuneorchards.com/
https://www.njbg.org/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/0/d/1-cxWCnO2UyAOwx6prf_kjLIuQZSF9-EWOT5Z2NcmBkE/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V_rYEGMWpTj2zExfV8wMzY5b5AcKxS1S/view?usp=sharing
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Adore Your Animal- Axolotl
By: Jayda Bright

We’ve had fun with pets this year, and now we have come to the final issue of  my “Adore Your Animals” series. To
wrap up the year, I chose a very well-known pet; an Axolotl. You’ve probably seen this pet on Minecraft or on
Tiktok. The axolotl is a type of salamander related to the tiger salamander. The species was originally found in
several lakes, such as Lake Xochimilco underlying Mexico City. Axolotl are unusual among amphibians in that
they reach adulthood without undergoing metamorphosis. Source: Wikipedia. Now, the question is, “Are Axolotl
Good Pets?”. Axolotl are a friendly, interactive aquatic pet that will give you years of enjoyment if kept properly.
Fortunately, they are relatively easy to care for once they are properly housed and fed. Then you can share your

photos of your happy, meme-worthy salamander with the world.
What should you feed an axolotl? From my guess, I figured they’d eat some kind of raw meat but an axolotl really eats thawed frozen

bloodworms as a staple when they’re young. As they reach adulthood, they may eat specially formulated axolotl pellets, live blackworms, or live
reptile quality earthworms. Avoid using worms for fishing, as they are raised in an environment that increases the likelihood of parasites. Source:
www.northwoodspets.com. What are the best living conditions? Axolotl are not fond of light, so a dim light is best.  A low flow filter helps keep
these rather messy amphibians clean.  They do not like flow but need a decent amount of filtration due to their high waste production.  Weekly
partial water changes are also important to keep the water clean. Well ladies and gentlemen, I hope you’ve enjoyed this series and I can’t wait to
continue it next year.  Jayda Bright, signing off for the summer.

Anime Review
By: Dominic Flores Montes

Anime: Naruto
4.7 stars

Naruto is a teenage boy who has a furry 9 tail fox demon in him; and no one likes him for that. Naruto wants to be the hokage,
the leader of the hidden leaf village. If you like action then I would recommend this anime/manga for you. Anyways, happy
reading/watching.

CREATIVE WRITING CORNER

My Grandmother's House
Memoir

By: Emily O’Sullivan
In the year 2018, my parents told Zoe, my sister, and I that we were going to stay over at my
grandmother's house for one week. But not the house that we knew. My grandma  moved to
another house, but they didn't tell us why.

I think the reason we were staying with my grandmother was that my mother was
pregnant with my brother at the time, and  she needed to go to the hospital. My dad had to go
to work everyday. So there was nobody to watch over my four year old sister and me, a nine
year old girl.

I said that I was old enough to watch over my sister. But my parents just laughed, and rejected my offer. I felt offended, but they
did have a point. Who would heat up the frozen eggo waffles? Who would bring us to the park? Who would cook us Kraft mac and
cheese? Who will tuck us in at night? Definitely not an irresponsible 9 year old.

My parents gave me a bag to put my clothes in. I grabbed all my clothes and stuffed it in, not even folding them neatly. Grabbed
my brown stuffed animal  horse, named Cinnamon. And asked if we could go now. I was so excited, I loved new houses. The smell, the
comfy feel of carpets.

“I'M READY!” I told my mom.
“Did you pack your Toothbrush? Toothpaste? What about your hair brush?” My mom frantically yelled. Before she could say

another word, I grabbed my teeth cleaners, and my beautiful bright blue brush. I stuffed it in my bag, zipped it up, and threw it over my
shoulders. I grasped Cinnamon's hand, and stood at the top of the stairs. I could see my father rushing back and forth. I heard my mom
call my name. My dad grabbed Zoe’s bag, and then grabbed her. And then headed out the door.

They rushed to my grandmother’s house, got me and my sister through the door, and talked to my grandma about what time we
have to go to bed. Then they left.

When I thought about what the new house would look like, it didn't look like this house. The house looked old, with pattern
wallpaper, floral carpets, and furniture that looked like it belonged in a castle. I had a weird feeling about it.

QUICK! PRESS THIS LINK TO READ MORE

I Don’t Think I Slayed the NJSLA
By Kriseyla Hiraldo

The sweat dripped off my face straight to the keyboard. One question, two answers. I held my breath in one hand, my
pencil in the other. I was in the room but my mind was elsewhere. Stress clogged my throat making me want to puke. Is it A
and B, or C and D.
I chose; squeezing my eyes shut, and moved on to the next question. All this thinking was turning my brain into soup for
stress to eat. My empty stomach was not helping.

The ticking clock grew loud. I tried concentrating but all I could think about was food and scurrying out of here.
The last question was a wrestling match, it was a tough match with lots of breaks in between but I won with 15 minutes to waste.

Can’t wait to do it all over again tomorrow.

https://www.wikipedia.org/
https://www.northwoodspets.com/all-about-axolotls/#:~:text=Axolotl%20are%20a%20friendly%2C%20interactive,worthy%20salamander%20with%20the%20world.
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FnbnPBXMxaObY2H8YWf9qwpuz_PmpN_9MYbFGauJT1A/edit
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From the Warrior Times Crew,

We hope you have a great

summer! We can’t wait to see

you in September!!

☀🌴Warrior Times Staff - 2021-2022🌴 ☀
Advisor - Mrs. Trach
Layout Editor - Emily O’Sullivan, Aminata Jalloh
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Jayda Bright
Brooklynn Evans
Dominic Flores-Montes
Andre Galen
Diana Garcia Meneses
Kriseyla Hiraldo
Thalia Joseph
Rayanah Litmon
Zarifa Mammadli
Breanna Nwachukwu
Anyah Rivers
Elliot Ruiz Lopez


